CHRISTOPHER ANSTEY
Christopher Anstey, son of the Rev. C. Anstey, D.D., was
born at Brinkley, Cambs., on October 31, 1724. He was
educated at Eton and King's College, Cambridge, where
his gift for verse brought him some distinction; and his first
essays in satire, directed against the University authorities,
lost him his M.A. degree, though he held a fellowship until
1754. Two years later he married Miss Ann Calvert, with
whom he lived happily for some fifty years, the resultant
children amounting to thirteen. Soame Jenyns and Gray
were numbered amongst his friends; and in conjunction
with Dr, Roberts of King's he rendered Gray's Elegy into
Latin. A bilious fever, occasioned by the death of his sister,
drove him to Bath, where he eventually settled; the New
Bath Guide had, of course, already been written and pub-
lished at Cambridge. He remained at a house in the
Crescent at Bath, until 1805, though during this period he
paid several visits to the then entirely rural village of
Cheltenham. Becoming ill in 1805, he left Bath for Chippen-
ham, where he died in the house of his son-in-law, Mr.
Bosanquet.
The New Bath Guide was his first poetical publication,
though not his first poetic effort. His son, John Anstey, in
the Life which he prefixed to the 1808 edition, referred to
'the rich vein of genuine humour . . . and disguised and
temperate satire5, in this book, which won him a consider-
able reputation, as we know from The Rolliad writers and
from Gibbon's Autobiography. Of Deyverdun's prose
translation of the Guide, mentioned by Gibbon, John Anstey
gives a most amusing specimen in a footnote.
In 1767 appeared Anstey's Elegy on the Death of the Marquis
of Tavistock and The Patriot, a Pindaric epistle, which was a
burlesque on prize-fighting. In 1775,as ^e result of associa-
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